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The Path

Many years of random events led to my discoveries of new musical styles and
the greatest drummers who played them. | remember receiving the Red Hot
Chili Peppers’ Blood Sugar Sex Magik album when | was 16 years old. | had
already been playing the drums for six years and was taking my early steps
down the progressive rock path with Neil Peart, the metal path with Lars Ulrich,
and the classic rock path with John Bonham, regularly playing along with the
music of each of their bands. But there was something new in that Chili Peppers
album that I couldn’t get enough of. It was the sound of Chad Smith’s funky
drumming that was drawing me in. So on went the headphones, and out came
my first expressions of funky drumming. | had taken my first steps down the
path, but | had no idea where it led. | just wanted to keep going and discover
more funky music and drummers.

Now fast-forward to my college years. | was 21 years old when a good friend
and band mate of mine, also a Chili Peppers fan, arrived at my doorstep holding
a CD by The Meters. At last, | held the key that unlocked more vital miles down
the beaten path of funk drumming! Eventually, several years later, | stumbled
onto some James Brown albums and continued even further down the path.
These three vital discoveries in funk, The Chili Peppers, The Meters, and James
Brown, took me an entire decade to discover through the element of chance.

This book attempts to speed this process up and give you what | never had—a
roadmap of several paths, or styles, each labeled with vital landmarks, or
drummers, along the way. | hope it accelerates the discovery process so you can
spend more time listening and learning, and less time wondering where to find
more insight and guidance into a particular genre.

Two of the greatest gifts of our drumming community are the ever growing
pool of inspired musicians who are injecting new innovations into our craft,
and the ongoing discovery of the legends that shaped our collective drumming
history. It's impossible in the scope of just one book to cover every musician
that has made an important contribution to drumming, so if you find some of
your favorite drummers missing, know that | have favorites missing too, and |
plan to explore them in upcoming writing endeavors. But what you will find on
the following pages is an exploration of over 60 legendary drummers, with 29
of those drummers analyzed in detail, complete with lessons that help teach
you how to play their most defining grooves and solos. So, get ready to turn the
page and begin your journey on the beaten path!

—Rich Lackowski



